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Residence of W. H. Mannakee.

Residence of J.

The Jones Residence.

REEN hills powdered with dais-

jes, warm sunlight, and a fine

disregard for hurry. bustle, and |
confusion—these are the things which
strike the visitor to Washington’s pretty
suburb of Kensington. You cannot feel
the sense of rest, of superb idleness,
that is a feature of the landscape ~as
well as the trees, until you pass Chevy
Chase, and the last brick feeler of the
big city behind.
aboard the Kensington Railway and the

octupus is left Once
conditions change.
fragrant leaves in at the windows, and
lazy bumble bees float about the car.

. Steady, Quiet Growth.

This peacefulness is not the result of
It 15 characteristic of the
the

movements Washington has

stagnation.

steady, quiet growth of one of
strongest
seen for many vears. Expansion is one
of the laws of all life, and like the laws

of nature act slowly. Contractors and
builders are now at work on three frame
houses, and they will be occupied not by
tenants,:but by their owners. Sixteen
trains—eight each way—of the Baltimore
and Ohio Road pass Kensington daily,
making eight deliveries of mail at the
railroad station. The town is in direct
communication with Washington by tel-
ephone, telegraph, and express, and has
between flve and six miles of brick side-
walk.

An Important Distributing Point.

Kensington is more of a distributing
point for the countryside than a-busi-
ness town. Still, there are three gro-
ceries. a tin shop, a coal yard, a drug
store, a hardware store, and a printing
office within its limits, and Dr. Eugene
Jones, Dr. William J, Lewlis, and Con-
tractor J. B, Stubbs have offices on the

main street.
The population numbers about four
hundred. It is for the greater part

transient, consisting of clerks employed
in the offices of the Government, and
the larger stores of Washington, who
find the little place a haven of rest af-
ter the heat and burden of the city day.
This accounts for the fact that Ken-
sington is not a busier town. The en-
terprises there are sufficient to supply
the every-day needs of the population,
and there is not enough demand for
enything over and above that to war-
rant the setting up of other stores.

Distance an Advantage.

Kensington's distance from Washing-

ton is not considered a drawback, but
rather an advantage. Scenery is a great
broadener of the point of view. The
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and adding up columns of figures. Tt|
places his home and his work farther |
apart. This separation- cannot be val-|
ued by the hack who rooms round the |
corner from ‘‘the office,” but the know-

ing clerk who lives in Kensington is of- |
ten cheered during an hour's toil oy
the thought of the long ride home in|
the cool of the evening, and the fr: {
grant pipe before retiring. Thus it

both bodily and nrental recreation- |
ground. is thus |

is |

Kensington more of a

suburb proper than many of the resi-|
" |

dence sections at the same  distance |
from Washington, |
|

» g

“God bless the lamplighter, what |

trip from the city of an
the clerk enjoy bis rest the more that
night, and the trip down in the morn-
ing shows him that there {s something
more in the world than balancing books

evening makes
|
i

|
|
i

mothers in the Old World teach their|
children to say upon their knees
night.

top of six-foot trees, barked and painted

dim

red.
sight
rounds,

There is something cheepful in tha
of the old lamplighter going' his

It is a pretty, old-fashioned practice—|

this same
when “electricity

lighting of

qualities of honesty,
alight a

lamps o!
so commonly used
but some people like to think it

the old-fashioned
truth, and good-fellowship
well Urchins follow

the

nights |

keeps

lamplighter |

from lamp to lamp, and every time the!

yellow

there is more

splashes fall

satisfaction.

on
God

the

road |

knows

what childish stories thev weave around
his passage up and down. N

genie

illuminating the

ow

streets

he
of

is a
an

Arabian city before the triumphant en-

sheriff of Nottingham,

iton are lighted by oil lamps fixed on | the castle battlements, or

he
trying

is

|
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at [ try of Aladdin; now a retainer of a war- |

The shady streets of Kensing- | like baron, firing the alarm torches 4‘)n;
|

|

the

to make |
|

| Sherwood

et

Forest safer for -poor way-| green lawns, ang trim hedges. Two-

farers. “Little does he think, my r.-u-rryi\su.ri;-s high, with deep, wide windows,

men,” cries a ten-year old shaver in a| and a broad sweep of porch round each,
deep hcarse voice, ‘‘how near you and|they are ideals homes for ithe summer.
Robin Hood are to him. Ummm! One | Most of the dwellers in the little towr
bound- across the road-and he is ourn.|are enthusiastic bird-fanciers, and
Then bring him to the camp, and he | black Spanish chickens, cochins, and

11 drain a cup of sack, sup on the | pugnacious bantams and game roosters

g's venison, and sing a stave in our
chorus. Ha, ha! But mark ye,
men, no violunts,”’ and haif-a-
n youngsters in white duck sailor-

strut about the big, wire-fenced grounds.
Climbing roses in great favor,
scarcely a cottage being without its
vine trained about the porch and peek-

outlaw are

my

slink after him down the road.|ing in at the windows.
the lamplighter goes on with his Among the pretti homes in Ken-

sirgton along the picturesque irregular
st1eets are those of Frank T. Chapman,
roles he is playing, or how often h:sA\\’alwr Johnson, attorney to the town
life is in danger. | ccuncil; L. W. Maxon, Jairus B. ook,

The residences of Kensington are all of | Coi. Andrew Geddes, chief clerk of the
frame with brick or stone foundations.| Agricultural Department; Major L.
They are each surrounded by smooth,| Knapp, E. J. Hartshorn, William M.

box of lucifers and his tiny ladder just
the same, unheedful of the tremendous

|
|

t

:T(-x'xe!l. J. J. Halsted, E. C. Fowler, Cor-
yncllus Eckhart, the mayor of Konsing-
%m.. and Cornelius W. Clum. edi.ur =nd
putlisher of the Kensington weekly
| paper, the ““Montgomery County News."”
| Kensington has a regular town gov-
| ernment and the rights of the people are
{intrusted to the mayor. Cornelits Eak-
thart, a newspaper man of Washington,
and a council composed of ‘h2 following
citizens: A -C. Warthen, T. T. Chapman,
George W. Chamberlain and A. J. Corn-
ve¢ll. These are elected by the citizens
every two years and it is seldom that
:hie polling of votes is not attended with
a deal of ‘excitement. The voting
cirength is rated at 100 men. Two years
zgo the mayor was put into office by a
majority of one vote, his opponent hav-
ingz forty-three supporters to his forty-
fcur. The council meets regularly the

first Monday in every month, but extra-
créinary sessions may be called by the
mayor whenever he thinks it necessary.
The meetings are held in the Town Hall,
a large, two-story building. and properly
the most commodious in the town. There
are a number of offices in the wict ol
the mayor and the council, among others
ihat of town marshal, now held by John
‘“'agner, and that of council clerk, held
sy IJewman Little. The postofiice is
iocated in the Town Hall and Mrs.
Murtha Little,‘the postmistress, will fell
you that the number of letters and par-
cels that pass through her hands daily
re: ch well over the hundred marc.
The Citizens’ Association.

The Citizens’ Association of Kernsing-
ton is in a flourishing condition. It has
more members thau ever before and is
felt to be a power for good in the com-
munity. It meets monthly 'n the town
hzil, though sessions are often held in
the homes of the members. It considers
all matters of direct Interest to the
town, such as the care of streets, the
lighting of them,”the water supply dnd
sewerage of the town, and frequently
matters which may come under the pun-
ishing power of the town goverzment.
Of course, the citizens’ association is un-
able to do anything alone and unatded,
but it is fully capable of agitating a
movement which makes toward the bet-
tering of the city and township. It has
teen active in securing the layicy ef
the present electric railroad, and at-
tempts are now belng made to have the
streets better graded and attended to
and to have the sidewalks kept in bet-
ter repair. The officers of the citizens’
association for the present year are Ar-
thur T. Hendricks, president; J. W,
Townsend, vice president; Robert A.
Martin, secretary, and John P. Brady,
treasurer. Almost every resident of
Kensington is a member of the associa-
tion, and all are loud in praise of 1t
and the spiendid work accomplished.

Flourishing Masonic Lodge.

The town has a Masonic lodge—Ken~
sington Lodge, No. 198—whicn meets in
the town hall. The organization is as
old as the town, and when the hall was
built the top floor was arranged in a
special manner for Masonic functions. It
is a long, well lighted room, with neag,
substantial furniture and the customary
Masonic decorations upon the walls. Dr.
George H. Wright, of Forest Glen, is the
lodge master. There are quite a number
of Masons in Kensington, and nearly all
are affiliated in some way with this
lodge. Its srowth has been steady and
of the healthiest nature, promising well
for the formation of branch lodges when
Lthe town is larger.

The town has no water supply as yet,
such as Rockville has, and the people
depend upon the wells and springs. It
is not unlikely that something will be

(Continued on Second Page.)
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